Selected Ruth Cross References

Intro

This gives a partial listing of many of the cross references in Ruth, more are found in the notes or
a Bible with a cross-reference column.

Chapter 1

1.1
Judges 2.16-17

Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hand of those who
plundered them. Yet they did not listen to their judges, for they whored after other
gods and bowed down to them. They soon turned aside from the way in which their
fathers had walked, who had obeyed the commandments of the LORD, and they did
not do so.

Genesis 12.10

Now there was a famine in the land. So Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there,
for the famine was severe in the land.

Judges 17.7-21.25
A very dark story, but the closing story of Judges which starts in Bethlehem.

1.2

Genesis 35.19—20

So Rachel died, and she was buried on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem), and
Jacob set up a pillar over her tomb. It is the pillar of Rachel’s tomb, which is there to
this day.

1.5

Deuteronomy 10.18.

[God] executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner,
giving him food and clothing



Psalm 67.6-7 (68.5-6)

Father of the fatherless and protector of widows
is God in his holy habitation.

God settles the solitary in a home;
he leads out the prisoners to prosperity,

but the rebellious dwell in a parched land.

FJames 1.27

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and
widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.

1.6
Exodus 4.31

And the people believed; and when they heard that the LORD had visited the people
of Israel and that he had seen their affliction, they bowed their heads and worshiped.

Luke 1.68-69

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has visited and redeemed his people
and has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David.

(Zechariah’s Song)
Psalm 131.15 (132.15)

I will abundantly bless her provisions; I will satisfy her poor with bread.

1.8
Joshua 2.12—14

“Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that, as I have dealt kindly with you, you
also will deal kindly with my father’s house, and give me a sure sign that you will
save alive my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them,
and deliver our lives from death” And the men said to her, “Our life for yours even to
death! If you do not tell this business of ours, then when the LORD gives us the land
we will deal kindly and faithfully with you.”

(Dialogue between Rahab and the spies.)



1.11
Genesis 38.11

Then Judah said to Tamar his daughter-in-law, “Remain a widow in your father’s
house, till Shelah my son grows up”—for he feared that he would die, like his brothers.
So Tamar went and remained in her father’s house.

1.16

Exodus 6.7-8

I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God, and you shall know that I
am the LORD your God, who has brought you out from under the burdens of the
Egyptians. I will bring you into the land that I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob. I will give it to you for a possession. I am the LORD.”

1.20
Exodus 15:23-25

When they came to Marah, they could not drink the water of Marah because it was
bitter; therefore it was named Marah. And the people grumbled against Moses, saying,
“What shall we drink?” And he cried to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a log,
and he threw it into the water, and the water became sweet.

1.22
Exodus 9.31—32

(The flax and the barley were struck down, for the barley was in the ear and the flax
was in bud. But the wheat and the emmer were not struck down, for they are late in
coming up.)

Ruth 2.23

So she kept close to the young women of Boaz, gleaning until the end of the barley
and wheat harvests. And she lived with her mother-in-law.



Chapter 2

2.2—3
Leviticus 23.22

And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to
its edge, nor shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. You shall leave them
for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the LORD your God.

Deuteronomy 24.19

When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not
go back to get it. It shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, that the
LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands.

2.11
Genesis 12.1-2

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation,
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. And I
will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so
that you will be a blessing.

2.12
Ruth 3.9

He [Boaz] said, “Who are you?” And she answered, “I am Ruth, your servant. Spread
your wings over your servant, for you are a redeemer.”

Chapter 3

3.1
Ruth 1.9

The LORD grant that you may find rest, each of you in the house of her husband!”
Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept.



39
Ezekiel 16.8
When I [the LORD] passed by you again and saw you, behold, you were at the age for

love, and I spread the corner of my garment over you and covered your nakedness; I

made my vow to you and entered into a covenant with you, declares the Lord GOD,
and you became mine.

3.11

Proverbs 31.10

An excellent wife who can find?
She is far more precious than jewels.

Chapter 4

4.2

Proverbs 31.23

Her husband is known in the gates
when he sits among the elders of the land.

4-4

Leviticus 25.23—25

The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land is mine. For you are strangers and
sojourners with me. And in all the country you possess, you shall allow a redemption
of the land. If your brother becomes poor and sells part of his property, then his
nearest redeemer shall come and redeem what his brother has sold.

Jeremiah 32.6—15 (39.6—15)

Jeremiah said, “The word of the LORD came to me: Behold, Hanamel the son of
Shallum your uncle will come to you and say, ‘Buy my field that is at Anathoth, for
the right of redemption by purchase is yours” Then Hanamel my cousin came to me
in the court of the guard, in accordance with the word of the LORD, and said to me,
‘Buy my field that is at Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, for the right of possession

and redemption is yours; buy it for yourself” Then I knew that this was the word of
the LORD.



“And I bought the field at Anathoth from Hanamel my cousin, and weighed out the
money to him, seventeen shekels of silver. I signed the deed, sealed it, got witnesses,
and weighed the money on scales. Then I took the sealed deed of purchase, containing
the terms and conditions and the open copy. And I gave the deed of purchase to
Baruch the son of Neriah son of Mahseiah, in the presence of Hanamel my cousin, in
the presence of the witnesses who signed the deed of purchase, and in the presence of
all the Judeans who were sitting in the court of the guard. I charged Baruch in their
presence, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Take these deeds,
both this sealed deed of purchase and this open deed, and put them in an earthenware
vessel, that they may last for a long time. For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God
of Israel: Houses and fields and vineyards shall again be bought in this land.

4.7
Deuteronomy 25:5-10

If brothers dwell together, and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the dead
man shall not be married outside the family to a stranger. Her husband’s brother shall
go in to her and take her as his wife and perform the duty of a husband’s brother to
her. And the first son whom she bears shall succeed to the name of his dead brother,
that his name may not be blotted out of Israel. And if the man does not wish to take
his brother’s wife, then his brother’s wife shall go up to the gate to the elders and say,
‘My husband’s brother refuses to perpetuate his brother’s name in Israel; he will not
perform the duty of a husband’s brother to me. Then the elders of his city shall call
him and speak to him, and if he persists, saying, ‘T do not wish to take her, then his
brother’s wife shall go up to him in the presence of the elders and pull his sandal off
his foot and spit in his face. And she shall answer and say, ‘So shall it be done to the
man who does not build up his brother’s house.” And the name of his house shall be
called in Israel, “The house of him who had his sandal pulled off.

4.11

Genesis 29, 30, & 35
These passages describe the wives of Jacob giving birth to his sons.

4.12

Genesis 38
The story of Judah and Tamar



4.15
1 Samuel (1 Kingdoms) 1.8

And Elkanah, her husband, said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? And why do
you not eat? And why is your heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?”

4.18—22

Matthew 1.3-6

and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron,
and Hezron the father of Ram, and Ram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab
the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of
Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse,

and Jesse the father of David the king. And David was the father of Solomon by the
wife of Uriah,



